
   AN OPEN LETTER TO HIS EXCELLENCY  
HU JINTAO 

 
February 12, 2008 
 
His Excellency Hu Jintao 
President, People’s Republic of China 
Bejing 
 
Dear President Hu, 
 
We the undersigned Nobel Laureates, Olympic athletes, current and former government 
officials, business leaders, human rights activists, and public advocates are writing to 
urge you to intensify your diplomatic engagement in support of a peaceful resolution to 
the situation in Darfur.   
 
As the primary economic, military and political partner of the Government of Sudan, and 
as a permanent member of the United Nations Security Council, China has both the 
opportunity and the responsibility to contribute to a just peace in Darfur.  Ongoing failure 
to rise to this responsibility amounts, in our view, to support for a Government that 
continues to carry out atrocities against its own people.  As host of the 2008 Olympic 
games, China has a special role to play in ensuring that its actions this year are 
commensurate with the Olympic ideals of peace and international cooperation. 
 
The atrocities in Darfur continue to intensify.  Of the seven million inhabitants of Darfur, 
hundreds of thousands have already died due to the conflict and 2.5 million have been 
displaced.  Rape and sexual violence have been and continue to be used as weapons of 
war against untold numbers of girls and women. The Government of Sudan has also been 
involved in the forced relocation of people from refugee and Internally Displaced Peoples 
camps.  Without homes to return to those displaced are left vulnerable to further attack. 
 
We recognize some efforts by China in 2007 to increase diplomatic pressure on Sudan – 
notably through its support of the passage of UN Security Council Resolution 1769, 
calling for the deployment of a UN-AU hybrid peacekeeping force to Darfur.  At the 
same time, however, we note with dismay that the Chinese government worked to 
weaken the resolution before it passed.  China also doubled its trade with Sudan in 2007, 
providing resources that make it easier for that government to continue to carry out its 
atrocities. China’s military relationship with Sudan also continues. 
 
We have also been disheartened by your government’s action since Resolution 1769 was 
passed.  Your government has remained silent as Sudan continues to block the effective 
deployment of UNAMID and engages in violent actions that violate the spirit of the 



mission.  Given the severity of the crisis in Darfur, and the nature of the China-Sudan 
relationship, we are calling for more serious action by your government in support of the 
full, immediate and unimpeded deployment of UNAMID. 
 
As the 2008 Beijing Olympic games approach, we will continue to call on the Chinese 
government for action.  We are aware of the tremendous potential for China to help bring 
an end to the conflict in Darfur.  We will continue to watch for concerted and consistent 
Chinese action to ensure rapid deployment of UN-AU peacekeepers, progress in the 
peace talks, and an end to the use of rape as a weapon of war.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 


